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Take a walk, and 
     DISCOVER MINDEN!
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WWELCOME TO THE UNIQUE TOWN OF MINDEN in 

the heart of Carson Valley. Explore this former 
railroad town with its rich agricultural and rural 
heritage as you leisurely venture through the 
tree-lined streets, Walking Tour Map and Guide 
in hand. 

Delight in the local scenery and European 
ambience as you visit one architectural gem 
after another in the historic downtown and 
residential areas. Step back in time and let your 
imagination roam. Visit the C.V.I.C. Hall and 
picture yourself there circa 1915, enjoying the 
latest “talkie” on the big screen in the state-of-
the-art movie theater. Or imagine luxuriating 
in your room at the elegant Minden Inn (now 
the home of Douglas County offi ces) during its 
heyday. Visitors from out of town called it the 
“St. Francis Hotel of Nevada” because it brought 
to mind the renowned San Francisco hotel.

Need a rest? Stroll through picturesque Minden 
Park and relax as you take in the local sights 
or visit with friendly passersby. You can almost 
hear the mellow strains of a Glenn Miller tune 
drifting from the old bandstand in the 1940s as 
young couples swing to the Big Band sounds. 

As you explore and discover the treasure that 
is the Town of Minden, use this guide and map 
to make your walking tour an enriching and 
memorable experience. The brochure is fi lled 
with helpful information, including a timeline 
that gives you an overview of Minden’s history 
since the town’s founding in 1906.

Enjoy the tour, learn what makes Minden 
unique—and come back soon!
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It is a pleasure to be the host voice for Discover 
Minden — A Walking Tour Map and Guide.

Open this guide and discover the incredible town that 
began with one man’s vision and has matured over the 
100 years since its creation — nurtured and cultivated 
by town leaders and citizens who have stayed true to 
the vision.

Nature provided an ideal setting for the Town of 
Minden, nestled in Carson Valley with a backdrop of 
beautiful mountain peaks, sweeping blue skies, and 
river-fed pasture lands. An abundance of excellent 
water has allowed agriculture to flourish in this high 
desert valley ever since the pioneers and settlers first 
planted crops and grazed cattle on the tall grasses.

It was the agricultural plenitude and promise of 
economic success that led to the creation of the 
Town of Minden and the extension of the V&T 
(Virginia and Truckee) Railway’s Carson City  
branch line to Carson Valley. The railroad, in  
turn, spurred the town’s growth into an important 
hub of agriculture.

Since its founding, Minden has evolved into a 
vibrant, multi-faceted town whose ranching and 
agricultural roots and historical heritage now blend 
with manufacturing, retail, tourism, and other 
elements that allow it to flourish and prosper. These 
elements include a dynamic business community, 
attractive residential developments, excellent 
recreational assets, great educational opportunities, 
and abundant cultural amenities. 

As you walk the unique Town of Minden you’ll 
discover its historical heritage reflected in the 
buildings and homes featured in this tour.

Your window  
to historic Minden— 
      open it and enjoy the view!
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A Man’s Vision: The Unique 
Beginning of a Unique Town
In 1905 H. F. (Henry Fred) 
Dangberg, Jr., began to cultivate 
his vision for a new town—a 
planned community in the heart 
of the valley, just north of the 
established town of Gardnerville. 
Known as Fred, he was the eldest 
son of German-born Carson Valley 
rancher H.F. (Heinrich Friedrich) 
Dangberg, Sr. 

Fred and his three brothers, John, George, and 
Clarence, had created the H. F. Dangberg Land 
and Livestock Company with their father before 
his death in 1904. John ran the company’s Buckeye 
and Sheep Camp ranches while Fred and George 
operated the Dangberg and Klauber ranches. 
Clarence eventually sold his interest back to the 
company and established the C. O. D. (Clarence 
Oliver Dangberg) Garage, one of Minden’s earliest 
businesses. But that came later. First the town had to 
be planned, designed, and established. Fred was the 
driving force behind that endeavor.

A key fi rst step in creating the new town was to 
persuade the V&T Railway to extend its railroad 
line from Carson City to Carson Valley. Not 
coincidentally, the H. F. Dangberg Land and 
Livestock Company owned the land that the 
proposed new line would span—as well as much 
of the surrounding land. The company granted 
the V&T the right-of-way through its property on 
the condition that the line would terminate at the 
site that was to become the Town of Minden. The 
railway agreed, and construction of the extension 
began in September 1905. The fi rst train arrived in 
Minden on June 12, 1906.

Meanwhile, Fred was busy laying the groundwork 
for the new town. He shepherded the process of 
planning and designing a village community with 
neatly ordered streets and a town square, a concept 
that had its roots in the Dangberg family’s German 
heritage. The business and commercial sectors of the 
town would be separate from the residential areas, 
but the townspeople and workers would have easy 

H. F. Dangberg, Jr.
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access to them. The town square would be a focal 
point of the community, a park where residents and 
visitors alike could gather to enjoy nature, play, visit 
with neighbors, or be part of special community 
events and celebrations. Trees would be planted all 
along the neighborhood streets.

The plan for the new town was presented to the 
Douglas County Commissioners in 1905 and 
approved in July 1906 by unanimous vote. The 
framework for the Town of Minden was established; 
let the building begin! And so it did, starting with 
Minden’s fi rst home site and continuing to the 
present. With the building, though, have come 
careful planning and a commitment to preserving 
the historic character and quality of life that make 
Minden what it is today.

In this guide you will fi nd many of the signifi cant and 
interesting buildings and sites in the 100-year history 
of the Town of Minden. They capture the essence of 
the town’s heritage and character.

About Wynne Maule

My parents had our home built near the Minden 
Park in 1915 and I arrived on the scene in 1925. I 
attended local schools and graduated from Douglas 
County High School in 1943. After graduation I 
immediately joined the military.

Upon completing my military service in the 
Asian-Pacifi c theater of World War II, I returned 
home to pursue a college education and a career 
that took me to many places in the United States. 
After I retired in 1980, my wife and I settled in 
my family home in Minden. We continue to enjoy 
living here.

Growing up in Minden was a rich experience, and 
as you explore the town you’ll see what makes it 
such a special place.

Enjoy your walking tour!

—Wynne M. Maule, 
author and Minden historian
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BOOKS

Dangberg, Grace. Carson Valley: 
Historical Sketches of Nevada’s First 
Settlement. Carson Valley Historical 
Society, 1972.

Maule, Wynne M. Minden, 
Nevada—The Story of a Unique 
Town, 1906-1992. Published by 
author in 1993.

Miluck, Nancy. Genoa-Carson 
Valley Book: Where Nevada Began. 
Published by author in 1991.

Nation, Nyle N. Pine Nut Chronicle: 
The History and Adventures of Mining 
in Douglas County, Nevada (2d Ed., 
Revised). Pine Nut Press, 2000.

Smith, Raymond M. Untold Tales of 
Carson, Eagle and Smith Valleys, 
Nevada. Volumes I–IV, 1993-2002. 
Published by author.

ORGANIZATIONS/
MUSEUMS/LIBRARIES

Carson Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Authority
1477 US Highway 395
Gardnerville, Nevada 89410
775.782.8144
www.visitcarsonvalley.org

Carson Valley Museum 
and Cultural Center
1477 US Highway 395
Gardnerville, Nevada 89410
775.782-2555
www.HistoricNevada.org

Douglas County 
Historical Society
1477 US Highway 395
Gardnerville, Nevada 89410
775.782-2555
www.HistoricNevada.org

Douglas County Library 
(Main Library, Minden)
Library Circle, off County Road
Minden, Nevada 89423
775.782.9841
www.douglas.lib.nv.us

Genoa Courthouse Museum
2304 Main Street
Genoa, Nevada 89411
775.782.4325
www.HistoricNevada.org

Nevada Historical Society
1650 N. Virginia Street
Reno, Nevada 89503
775.688.1190
http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/
museums/reno/his-soc.htm

Nevada State Library 
and Archives
100 N. Stewart Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701
775.684-3360
http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/nsla/

Nevada State Museum
600 N. Carson Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701
775.687.4810
http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/
MUSEUMS/cc/carson.htm

Nevada State Railroad Museum
2180 S. Carson Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701
775.687.6953
http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/
MUSEUMS/rr/ccrr.htm

For more information
Here are some resources that you can use to get more 
information about our community, past and present.

Administrative Offi ces
1604 Esmeralda Avenue, Suite 101
Minden, NV 89423
Telephone: 775.782.5976
Fax: 775.782.5287
Email: mindenom@townofminden.com
Website: www.townofminden.com

Offi ce Hours: 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Special thank you to the 
Douglas County Historical Society 
for research and historic photos.
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